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St Augustine’s History Curriculum  

Reception 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Historical context  Progression  

History  Understanding the world 

Past and present  
 

 Talk about members of their family. 

 Talk about members of their community. 

 Show interest in different occupations. 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them ie teachers, 

doctors. 

EYFS    Key Vocabulary 

After   Before   Calendar   Change  Chronology  discovery   

explorer  local    long ago   museum  past   present 
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 Comment on the past lives of familiar people who are older than them 

ie parents, grandparents. 

 Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 

 Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 

 Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and 

now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
 

 Understand the past through settings, characters and events 
encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 

 

 

Key Stage 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS1    Key Vocabulary 

Artefact  discovery  museum 

Calendar  Empire   parliament 

Century  explorer  past 

Change  local   peasant 

Chronology  long ago  present 

Decade  monarchy  primary 

evidence 
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 Historical context  Progression  

History  Events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or 
globally 

Great fire of London, First flight, 

Remembrance day, Gunpowder 
plot 

 

The lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 

contributed to national and 
international achievements. 
Some should be used to 

compare aspects of life in 
different periods. 

Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 
Christopher Columbus and Neil 
Armstrong, William Caxton and 

Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel 
the Elder and LS Lowry, Rosa 

Parks and Emily Davison, Mary 
Seacole and/or Florence 
Nightingale and EdithCavell 

 

Changes within living 

memory. Where 

appropriate, these should 

be used to reveal aspects 

of change in national life  

Transport, homes, toys, 

holidays.  

 

 tell and re-tell a story 

 
 have some grasp of the feelings of others and simple motives, and make 

comments about the actions and thoughts of others 
 

 draw some simple conclusions about sources, such as what an artefact 

was used for ask as well as answer simple historical questions 
 

 recognise similarities and differences such as here/there and then/now 
involving situations, people and events 

 

 use referencing skills – to find information in topic books or a source 
 

 distinguish photographs from pictures 
 

 observe details in pictorial sources 

 
 produce personal/family timelines showing four-to-five key events in a 

relationship 
 

 sequence three-to-four events in a story 

 
 produce simple family trees 

 

 use time words 
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Significant historical events, 
people, places in their own 

locality 

Cuckfield Mumeum, Haywards 
Heath, Scaynes Hill, Borde Hill, 

Wakehurst Place, Bluebell 
railway, Jack and Jill windmills 
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Key Stage 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3/4  

 Historical context  Progression  

History  

Cycle A 

British History , choose 
from – 

 
 Changes in Britain from 

the Stone Age to the Iron 

Age 
 

Year 3 

 
 Spotting broad differences in time such as then/now; before/after. 

 
 Spotting broad differences in place such as here/there and them/us. 
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 Britain’s settlement by 

Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

 The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 

Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the 

Confessor 

 
 The Roman Empire and 

its impact on Britain 
 

 

 Observing quite small details in sources – written, pictorial and artefacts. 

 
 Producing family trees. 

 

 Drawing some conclusions about sources. 
 

 Distinguishing differences in sources such as between a picture and a 
photograph. 

 

 Gathering information from two or three sources. 
 

 Grasping the essentials of a whole story, including the significant events and 
personalities. 

 

 Understanding why somebody may have wanted to do something. 
 

 Understanding what may have happened as a result of an event or action. 
 

 Sequencing five or six objects. 

 

Year 4 

 

 Some grasp of more complex time terms such as ancient, modern. 
 

 Detecting continuity. 
 

 Producing timelines. 

 
 Sequencing seven or eight objects. 

 
 Linking cause and effect. 

 

 Offering a reasonable explanation for some events. 
 

A non-European society 
that provides contrasts 
with British history – one 

study chosen from:  

 

 Early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of 

Baghdad c. AD 900;  

  

 Mayan civilization c. AD 
900;  

 

  Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300. 

 

Study the achievements 

of the earliest civilizations 
– an overview of where 
and when the first 

civilizations appeared and 
a depth study of one of 

the following:  
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 Ancient Sumer;  

 The Indus Valley;  

 Ancient Egypt;  

 The Shang Dynasty of 

Ancient China 
 

 Asking a variety of questions. 

 
 Simple deductions and inferences. 

 

 Arranging and expressing information in short paragraphs. 
 

 Making some comparisons across events and periods. 
 

 Simple evaluation of some evidence. 

 
 Reading and comprehending a range of sources. 

History  

Cycle B 

 A local History study 
 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 

beyond 1066. 

 

 Tudors,  

 Victorians  

 or Britain from 1930 

 Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and 
achievements and their 

influence on the western 
world. 

 

Year 5/6  

 Historical context  Progression  

History  

Cycle A 

British History , choose 

from – 
 

Year 5 
 Re-telling a story from the viewpoint of somebody involved. 
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 Changes in Britain from 

the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age 
 

 Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

 The Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the 
Kingdom of England to 

the time of Edward the 
Confessor 

 
 The Roman Empire and its 

impact on Britain 

 
 

 Using period labels. 

 
 Producing and making use of multi-dimensional timelines. 

 

 Using timescales when referring to changes. 
 

 Using new time terms, e.g. contemporary. 
 

 Matching dates to people and events. 

 
 Grasping different types of change and how the change has taken place. 

 
 Using the language of probability when offering reasons and results. 

 

 Explaining a strange attitude or decision that somebody has made. 
 

 Showing some grasp of the thoughts and feelings of others. 
 

 Making inferences about the viewpoints of others. 

 
 Identifying more than one cause and effect for actions. 

 
 Offering some reasons for different versions of events. 

 

 Producing accounts of three or four paragraphs. 
 

 Organising and planning displays. 

 

Year 6 

 
 Grasping that society is more than a series of unrelated activities. 
 

 Detecting change and continuity, and commenting on these, e.g. rates of change, 
types of change, idea of progress and regress. 

Study a non-European 
society that provides 

contrasts with British 
history – one study 

chosen from:  

 

 Early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of 

Baghdad c. AD 900;  

 Mayan civilization c. AD 
900; 

 Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300. 
 

Study the achievements of 
the earliest civilizations – 

an overview of where and 
when the first civilizations 
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appeared and a depth 

study of one of the 
following:  

 

 Ancient Sumer;  

 The Indus Valley;  

 Ancient Egypt;  

 The Shang Dynasty of 
Ancient China 

 

 

 Expanding usage of dates, periods, eras, including terms such as BC, AD. 

 
 Sequencing ten objects. 

 

 Identifying and applying different causes and effects. 
 

 Analysing the motives of individuals and groups. 
 

 Explaining the beliefs of others, including some that are conflicting. 

 
 Using a range of sources in an investigation. 

 
 Linking aspects of history across a period. 

 

 Offering comparisons and contrasts across more than one period of history. 
 

 Engaging in an independent investigation. 
 

 Checking the accuracy of depictions and interpretations. 

 
 Producing accounts of four or five paragraphs, including sub-headings. 

History  

Cycle B 

 A local History study 
 

A study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 

that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066. 

 

 Tudors,  

 Victorians  

 or Britain from 1930 

 Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and 

achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world. 

 

 

 

 


