The Friends of St Augustine’s School
Chair’s Report for 2020-2021

| would like to welcome you all to the Friends AGM for 2021 and thank you all for
attending via Zoom while the world is finding its way.

As you may know, the Friends is a registered charity in England and Wales and as such
operates under a constitution and is run by a committee, who form the trustees of the
charity.

The aim of the AGM is to give you an overview of the activities we have run/participated
in over the last year, a presentation of the accounts and also to elect the new committee
for the year 2021-2022.

Sadly, the academic year 2020-2021 didn’t allow us to run any events at all, which was
very disappointing but absolutely necessary in the circumstances.

Our only fund raising activities were the sales of some second-hand uniform and the sale
(via Ebay) of some book sets that had been kindly donated.

However, due to our previous fund raising efforts we were able to support the school in
our “normal” way donating crackers and ice creams for the Christmas lunch and party,
buying the Year 6 leavers’ books and paying for their party, plus donating the funds to
provide games for wet breaks, Usborne Books and, more significantly, the beautiful new
Reflection Garden which is available to the children and staff to enjoy.

| have now completed my 7t year officially on the committee and my 5% year as Chair,
and it is now time for me to leave the Friends in other hands to continue the good work
now that Mitch has started secondary school.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our outgoing Committee for being
there through the challenging times of the past year or so, and to everyone who has
served on the committee alongside me over the last 7 years, as well as the staff, parents
and other helpers who have helped to make our events such a success.

Thank you Mrs Tilney for helping me as | learned to work alongside the school to make
our fund raising efforts work successfully for us all.



| would like to say a special thank you to Martina Ross and Katy Bacon who worked so
hard over the last 6 years to create a Christmas Fayre and a Summer Fayre that we could
be really proud of and that our children, families and community could enjoy, whilst
raising an amazing amount of money too! Their creative minds combined with their hard
work ethics lead to some amazing games and events. Particular favourites of mine were
the wonderful entrance way creations that got bigger and better with every passing
Fayre. Their support whilst | battled with the stalls plans, the financial spreadsheets, the
floats, the Risk Assessments and making sure we had enough volunteers was much
needed and appreciated and I’'m so grateful for the strong friendships that we have
formed and those that our children formed too.

Thank you to Georgina Kingsbury who has been such a super support particularly during
the more challenging times of Covid. She has supported me so well and been positive
and enthusiastic, and | have really appreciated her being alongside me keeping things
ticking over.

Many of us are moving on from the committee now, so we would welcome anyone who
wishes to join the committee with open arms and we would also welcome anyone who

doesn’t want to join the committee but is keen to help at events and/or with any of the
preparation that goes along with all the planning.

We haven’t run any events for over 18 months now, so you’ve got a completely new slate
to start from. | wish you all the very best and look forward to attending your events
when the time is right for them to run.
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